"Magnetic attraction" in the pediatric emergency department: the case of a malfunctioning implantable cardioverter-defibrillator.
The use of implantable cardioverter-defibrillators (ICDs) in pediatric patients has increased substantially over the past 3 decades. We report the case of a 15-year-old boy with congenital heart disease who presented with recurrent inappropriate ICD shocks due to a lead malfunction. Inaccessibility of a magnet to inactivate shock therapy in the pediatric emergency department (PED) resulted in numerous additional inappropriate shocks. Herein, we provide a brief overview of ICD care relevant to the PED. The complexities of these devices and their associated therapies require pediatric emergency physicians caring for these patients to recognize basic ICD functions and troubleshoot malfunctions to provide timely management. In particular, it is essential that PEDs be equipped with magnets and that physicians are trained in their appropriate use.